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According to a results of a survey released Dec. 23, about 80,000 teenagers (14 to 17 years of age)
gave birth in Caracas hospitals during 1991, accounting for 10% of total births. The study indicated
that 47% of the births were the result of planned pregnancies. Next, 70% of the teenage mothers
knew about contraceptives but did not use them. Seventy-two percent of the adolescent mothers,
most from low-income households, left school following the birth of their first child. In Venezuela,
women are not required to present prescriptions in order to obtain contraceptives. (Source: Agence
France-Presse, 12/23/91)
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